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April 29, 2022

HISTORIC BUILDING CONDITION ASSESSMENT
For the

TINNES-BAKER HOUSE (814.01)

Prepared by: “This report was made possible in part by the people of Minnesota through 
a grant funded by an appropriation to the Minnesota Historical Society 
from the Minnesota Arts & Cultural Heritage Fund. Any views, findings, 
opinions, conclusions, or recommendations expressed in this report are 
those of the authors and do not necessarily represent those of the State 
of Minnesota, the Minnesota Historical Society, or the Minnesota Historic 
Resources Advisory Committee.”
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REPORT SUMMARY
Mark and Rosemary Glesener, with the help of the Bird Island Cultural 
Centre, commissioned this study. The project has been financed 
in part with funds provided by the State of Minnesota Historical 
Society’s Minnesota Arts & Cultural Heritage Fund. The Bird Island 
Cultural Centre owns the historic building and hopes to use the 
building as a retail space for local merchants on the main floor, as 
well as potential Artist in Residence space on the upper floor. 

The primary purpose of this Condition Assessment is:
•	 First, to assess the current condition of the building
•	 Second, to understand the causes behind areas of 			

deterioration
•	 Third, to recommend and prioritize repairs

The Tinnes-Baker House is listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places and it is an iconic building in the City of Bird Island, MN. The 
unique features of the Tinnes-Baker House lie in its craftsman style 
architectural character.

The priorities of the rehabilitation are:
•	 Asbestos
•	 Site
•	 North Stair
•	 Masonry
•	 Exterior wood
•	 Windows
•	 HVAC
•	 Roof
•	 Electrical
Additional future priorities are:
•	 Main Floor
•	 Upper floor
•	 Basement
•	 South stair and deck
•	 Doors

LOCATION
Tinnes-Baker House
801 Highway Ave
Bird Island, MN 55310

INTRODUCTION
INTRODUCTION
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INTRODUCTION
INTRODUCTION

HISTORIC DESIGNATION
Listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 2021. Its 
significance is its craftsman architectural design. Its period of 
significance is 1910.

METHODOLOGY
Several on-site investigations were conducted to inventory, 
record, and analyze the physical condition of the features of 
the Tinnes-Baker House. All investigations were non-invasive in 
nature.

Analysis of rehabilitation options brought together the findings 
from the condition assessment of the building and the intent 
to use the site as a retail shop and Artist in Residence for the 
City of Bird Island. The study includes prioritization of the repair 
items and the cost estimates to mitigate the existing issues.

PROJECT PARTICIPANTS
Engan Associates led the project. Andy Engan served as Principal 
Architect-in-Charge. Richard Engan, Aaron Larson, Isaak 
Estrada, and Stacy Holwerda had roles in on-site investigations, 
research, analysis and report writing.
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HISTORY OF THE BUILDING
HISTORY OF THE BUILDING

The City of Bird Island was settled in 1872. In 1878 the Hastings and Dakota Railway came through town, bringing with 
it growth and opportunity. In 1880 the Hastings and Dakota Railway was purchased by the Chicago, Milwaukee, and St. 
Paul Railway (CM&StP). The CM&StP established a division point in Bird Island. This division point provided the railroad 
with a repair shop, a means to sort the rail cars, a place for the crew to get on and off, as well as a place for rolling stock 
to be stored. The division point also brought businessmen to the area to invest, and drew in trade for many miles.

In 1887 the division point was moved to Montevideo and with it more than 30 families that relied on it.  Although this 
move had an impact on the city, the railroad was still vital to Bird Island. By 1915 the town had seven elevators, a mill, 
a cream station, and a farmers cooperative creamery. 

During its growth years, Bird Island saw an increase in population from 931 in 1910 to 1110 in 1915. This created a need 
for new housing. The Tinnes-Baker house was one of two houses constructed in Bird Island in 1910.

Lewie Tinnes, a Bird Island native and a local machinist, built the Tinnes-Baker house in 1910. In 1914 Tinnes traded the 
house to the Frank Murray Land Company in exchange for a farm outside of town.

James Baker, a partner at the Frank Murray Land Company and village attorney, purchased the property and lived in the 
house with his wife, Mathilda, and their children until his death in 1930. 

After James’ death Mathilda remained in the house until her death in 1978. Mathilda occupied the home with her children 

for several years. Once her children 
were older and left the home, she 
would rent rooms to area teachers.

The house was owned by only two 
families for 68 years. The house has 
remained nearly original during that 
time. 

In 1979 the house was purchased 
by Pat Sauders. It served as a retail 
space for interior decorating and 
sewing classes and was not used as 
a residence. In 2008 it was purchased 
by Michael Sheehan and used as a 
retail space for antiques and later a 
boutique. In 2016 the house became 
property of the Bird Island Cultural 
Centre. 

Newspaper clipping
Date and publication unknown
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TIMELINE
TIMELINE

1872	 Bird Island Settled

1876	 Lewie Tinnes was born

1878	 Railroad comes to town

1880	 Bird Island made a division point for railroad

1887	 Division point moved to Montevideo

1880	 James Baker was born

1906	 City sewer and water completed

1910	 Tinnes-Baker house constructed by Lewie Tinnes

1913	 Electric lights installed in downtown Bird Island

1914	 Tinnes traded the house to Frank Murray for a farm outside of town

1914	 James and Mathilda Baker purchased the house from Frank Murray Land Company

1930	 James Baker died

1957	 Lewie Tinnes died

1978	 Mathilda Baker died

1979	 Pat Saunders purchased the home

2008	 Michael Sheehan purchased the home

2016	 Bird Island Cultural Centre acquires the property

South entrance
Date unknown
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SITE
BUILDING DESCRIPTION

The Tinnes-Baker house is located on the corner of Highway Avenue (Highway 212) and 8th Street in Bird Island, MN. 
The primary facade of this one and a half story craftsman style bungalow faces Highway Avenue. 

The site is in a transition area from residential to commercial. It is one block from the main street. Many neighboring 
properties are being used by commercial businesses.

To the north there is a concrete city walk parallel to Highway Avenue. The east property line has a concrete curb but no 
sidewalk along 8th Street. The west property line abuts the neighboring residential property of grass with brush and tree 
cover. The south property line is grass and meets the parking lot and grass of the neighboring business.

The site has several mature trees on grass lawn.

There is a sidewalk connecting the front porch steps with the city walk on adjacent to Highway Ave. There is a sidewalk 
that runs from an unused apron on 8th Street to the back deck.

Around the building on the north, west, and east, landscaping brick and mulch extend 4’5” from the building.

GIS photo from February 2022
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