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I. Introduction

Daniel Hoisington, principal of Hoisington Preservation Consultants, completed a historic
resource evaluation of the Tinnes-Baker House, located at 801 Highway Avenue in Bird Island,
Minnesota, in order to evaluate the eligibility of the property for the National Register of Historic
Places (NRHP). The evaluation was conducted in conformance with NRHP Bulletin #15: How to
Apply the National Register Criteria for Evaluation.

II. Methodology

On March 25, 2018, Hoisington visited the site to document existing conditions. The consultant
conducted an on-site survey of the building, photographed the exterior and the interior of
the building, and took detailed field notes. He also conducted a reconnaissance survey of the
immediate neighborhood surrounding the property to identify comparable properties for the
evaluation. To determine whether any owners or occupants of the property were historically
significant, Hoisington obtained a chain of ownership and conducted archival research, primarily
at the Minnesota Historical Society and Renville County Historical Society. Research conducted at
the above repositories included a review of local and county histories, newspapers, and county tax
records. While NRHP conventions typically use the original builder’s name, in this instance, the
Baker family owned the house for decades and so are included.

III. Narrative Description

The Tinnes-Baker house, built in 1910, is located in Bird Island, Minnesota, a town of
approximately 1,000 residents. Bird Island is ninety miles west of Minneapolis and thirty miles
south of Willmar in the midst of farmland. The property is situated on the northeast corner of
Block 42, bordered by Highway Avenue to the north and S. 8th St. to the east. Designated as
Highway Avenue within the city, this thoroughfare is U.S. 212, which runs east-west. The highway
is a mix of small businesses and residences and the street is zoned commercial. One block to the
east, the city’s business district is found on Main Street, which runs north-south. To the south and
west, the neighborhood is residential is a residential neighborhood.
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The property is an approximately .2 acre site on the west side of 8th Street. The lot is unfenced
and has several deciduous and evergreen trees. Along Highway Avenue, there is a cement sidewalk
with a grass lawn between it and the front of the house.
This is a one-and-a-half story Craftsman-style home with some Prairie-style features, set back
roughly fifty feet from the street. The exterior is brick, using a common bond, and the foundation is a
rusticated cement block. The roof is sheathed composition shingles. Its basic form is rectangular, with
the main block measuring 42 feet by 23 feet and a porch, extending 14 feet on the north elevation.
The one change to the exterior is the addition of a 12 x 12 foot wood deck at the rear entrance. The
house has typical Craftsman-style detailing, including a side-gabled roof with a shallow front-gabled
dormer, wide unenclosed eave overhangs with exposed rafter ends, and a wide front porch.
The north (front) elevation (Photo #001) is characterized by the forward slope of the gabled roof,
extending to cover the full-width front porch accessed by wide concrete porch steps with brick wing
walls. The porch is supported by four square brick columns with insets and a simple brick capital.
Enclosing the porch is a low brick wall, approximately 30 inches high, with an open weave pattern.
The space under the porch is enclosed with open wood slats.
This elevation is symmetrical with three bays. The single entry door is wood with oval glass,
flanked by two 1/1 windows with wood storm windows and stone lintels. Windows and entryway
have shallow segmental arches with a soldier course above. The east bay, opening into the living
room, has paired 1/1 windows, repeating the stone sill and soldier course above found on all first
floor windows. The west bay, opening to the dining room, has a bay front, with paired windows with a
transom light with elongated diamond tracery. The two sides of the bay have narrow 1/1 windows.
The central feature of the east elevation (Photo #002) is the chimney, which extends through
the roof to rectangular chimney on the roof. The chimney is flanked on either side by rectangular
windows with 1/1 glazing and stone sills. The first floor windows repeat the segmental arch with a
soldier course. The gable end is clapboard with a diamond-shaped inset. The eaves have an overhang
with exposed rafter tails. Just north of the chimney, at ground level, is a wood opening, with
segmental arch, for the coal chute.
The south elevation (Photo #003) has a centered single entry door, accessed via a wood deck.
The rear hall has a 1/1 window, just west of this door. The kitchen windows, on the west side of
this elevation, are paired 1/1 wood windows, while, on the east side of this elevation, there are two
windows that provide light to the living room. The central feature of the second floor is the quadruple
window that lights to upper hall. This suggests the influence of the Prairie-style of architecture made
popular by Frank Lloyd Wright. There is a wide overhang with exposed rafter tails. Flanking this
window set are two 1/1 windows, providing light to the rear bedrooms.
The west elevation (Photo #004) repeats the window pattern found on the east elevation. At
ground level, there is a small wooden door with a segmental arch opening.

Interior

Throughout the house, the building retains its original interior door, window, and wall trim.
Doors and windows carry matching, molded trim, including wood sills with aprons, sideboards,
and projecting molded cornices. Baseboards throughout the house are molded wood, 8 inches tall.
Original plaster walls are retained throughout the house, although finishes were done in the late 20th
century. Ceilings throughout the first floor are 8’ high. The shutters in the front windows are also not
original.

Tinnes-Baker House, Bird Island, Renville County, Minnesota
First Floor
The first floor of the house is divided into three rooms and a central hallway containing the
staircase to the second floor. The main entry door opens into a hallway, which presents the staircase
along the south wall, the living room to the west, and the dining room to the east. From the entry
hallway, the living room on the east and the dining room on the west are accessed through eightfoot openings without doors, in keeping with Craftsman interior principles to maintain an openness
of space. To the south of the dining room, and accessible from the dining room or the rear hall, the
kitchen occupies the northeast corner of the first floor.
Ascending along the south wall of the central hallway (Photo #005), the stairway is finished with
wood. The railing is wood, with a heavy square newel post with a molded finish and beveled cap at
its base. The newel post at the top of the stairs matches the one found at the bottom of the stairs. The
railings are narrowly-spaced, turned balusters. The stair rises to the east then doubles back toward the
south to reach the second floor.
The living room (Photo #006, #007), occupying the southwest corner of the first floor, is
accessed from the central hallway. The room carries the heavy baseboard and window trim exhibited
throughout the house. The room is characterized by the fireplace centered on the east wall. It has a
wood mantle shelf, a rectangular mirror, and molded wood trim. The fireplace surround is covered
with rectangular green ceramic tiles.
The dining room (Photo #008), occupying the northwest corner of the first floor, is accessed
through an opening from the central hallway, and from the kitchen through a standard doorway in
the south wall. Its key feature is the bay window on the north wall.
The kitchen, occupying the southwestern corner of the first floor, is accessed from the north via
the dining room, and from the west via the back hallway. The west wall features built-in cabinets
(Photo #009) as well as a range and refrigerator, both old but of undetermined date. The east wall also
features wood wall-mounted cabinets. (Photo #010) The door to the dining room has been removed.
Second Floor
The second floor of the house is divided into four bedrooms (Photos #012, 013, 014), a bathroom,
and a central hallway containing the staircase. The upper hall is largely characterized by the quadruple
window evident from the outside on the south elevation. (Photo #011)
The original doors, with five panels each, remain in place, along with all original door and
window trim. The flooring throughout is the original wood. This bathroom occupies the shallow
gabled dormer evident on the north elevation of the house, and the ceiling in this room slopes
accordingly.
Basement
The entryway to the basement is accessed an interior stair located underneath the main stairs and
accessed by a door in the back hall. The basement is a simple unfinished space. Among the features
are a large cistern (Photo #015) under the kitchen and the original coal bin and door. (Photo #016) At
an undetermined time, a toilet was installed in the basement. It is no longer functional. The floor is
poured concrete of an undetermined date.

IV. Integrity

The National Register of Historic Places guidelines outline seven aspects of integrity.
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Location is the place where the historic property was constructed or the place where the
historic event occurred. The house remains in its original location.
Design is the combination of elements that create the form, plan, space, structure, and style
of a property. The Tinnes-Baker house retains its original footprint and form with no major
additions or alterations, except for a small wood deck off the rear entrance.
Setting is the physical environment of a historic property. The house retains its historic
setting, It is located on U.S. Hwy. 212, the city’s most heavily traveled thoroughfare, with the
commercial district situated two blocks east.
Materials are the physical elements that were combined or deposited during a particular
period of time and in a particular pattern or configuration to form a historic property. Both
inside and out, with few exceptions, original materials remain in place. The most obvious
change is the parge coat of concrete on the exterior stair. In addition, it is uncertain whether
the poured concrete floor in the basement is original.
Workmanship is the physical evidence of the crafts of a particular culture or people during
any given period in history or prehistory. Particularly striking here are the well-executed
brick work, the wide rafters, and the front bay.
Feeling is a property’s expression of the aesthetic or historic sense of a particular period of
time. This aspect of integrity, as well as association, depend on individual perceptions. Would
the Tinnes or Baker families easily recognize the home and neighborhood? Except for the
paved streets and the presence of automobiles, the answer is in the affirmative.
Association is the direct link between an important historic event or person and a historic
property. This is less applicable under Criterion C, evaluating architectural significance.

V. History

Bird Island was a railroad town. Settled in the spring of 1872, the town was platted in 1878, and
incorporated three years later. The unusual name was derived from a grove of large trees about a mile
west of the village that was surrounded by sloughs. With this island-like setting, the grove was named
Bird Island for its plentiful wild birds.
The village developed when the Hastings and Dakota Railway came in 1878. After the Civil War,
Chicago emerged as a major distribution point for livestock raised on the Great Plains. Looking to
tap into that burgeoning market, a line was built south from Milwaukee. By late 1872 the railroad
company changed its name to the Chicago, Milwaukee, and St. Paul Railway, popularly known as
the Milwaukee Road. Over the next two decades, it became a dominant railroad in Minnesota and
the Midwest through a series of acquisitions. A prime target was the Hastings and Dakota Railway
Company (H&D), which, in 1878 and 1879, extended its lines from Glencoe all the way to the South
Dakota border. This expansion opened rail service to Bird Island for the first time.
On January 1, 1880, the CM&StP acquired the H&D west of Glencoe. The H&D established a
division point and repair shops at Bird Island when it built west. At a division point, locomotives were
serviced, train crews came on and off duty, trains were sorted, and rolling stock was stored. A history
of the county observed, “Being a railroad division point she had an advantage over her sister towns;
men of means invested there, and induced others to engage in business at that point. She drew trade
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for many miles and her growth for the first few years was phenomenal.”1 In 1887 the division point
was moved to Montevideo. It was a setback for the town, with more than thirty families moving to the
new location. The railroad, even without the division point, continued to play a vital role in the local
economy, providing a convenient shipping center for agricultural goods. In 1915 the town had seven
elevators, a mill, a cream station, and a farmers’ cooperative creamery.2
The first decade of the twentieth century was a time of economic and civic growth, with
construction of a city hall in 1906, a new hotel in 1909, and a sewer and waterworks system. In 1913
downtown electric street lights were installed. The Brownton Bulletin described this “cluster light
system” as “the only town between Minneapolis and Aberdeen with a lighting system of this nature.”
The Bird Island Union boasted,
Just think about a few of the real things we have to pride ourselves over, for instance,
the finest park along this line of road, electric railroad building into town, finest parochial
school in this section of the state, good public schools, good water, new electric plant
nearly completed, live commercial club, etc. and then get up and yell like the devil: Bird
Island, the town that does things.3

As the population grew from 931 in 1910 to nearly 1,100 in 1915, it created a housing shortage.
The Bird Island Union noted, “Extensive building operations are under way which will bring more
people to the village and give ample work to the laboring man. It is practically impossible to secure a
suitable residence in the village.” In 1910, only two residences were built in town, but a burst of new
construction in 1911 and 1912 finally began fulfilling the need.4

Lewie Tinnes

In those years, Lewie (or L. A.) Tinnes was among the most enterprising local entrepreneurs.
Born in Bird Island in 1876, he was a skilled machinist who used his talents in multiple occupations.
As early as 1904, he petitioned the city for a franchise to build an electric power plant. Over the next
decade, Tinnes found work as an automobile and farm machinery repairman while also trying his
hand at installing heating and plumbing systems. In 1907, while working at the local hardware store,
he filed a U.S. patent for a flue beater, “which he hopes will make him rich and famous,” as the local
paper said. It did not.5
In 1910 Tinnes decided to take a substantial step, announcing plans to erect a new home on
recently acquired lots fronting H street (now Highway Avenue). The local newspaper reported, “He

1. 	 Franklyn Curtiss-Wedge, compiler, The History of Renville County (Chicago: H. C. Cooper &
Company, 1916), 838.
2. 	Bird Island Union, October 14, 1915.
3. 	Bird Island Union, October 16, 30, 1913.
4. 	Bird Island Union, May 7, 1909, October 12, 1911.
5. 	Bird Island Union, July 27, August 24, 1911; Hector Mirror, June 14, 1907; The Improvement
Bulletin notes that Tinnes installed the plumbing and gas fitting for the Van Dyke Hotel in Bird Island. July
10, 1909: 30. The Electric World and Engineer, April 23, 1904: 791.
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is also contemplating the erection of a fine machine shop and automobile garage on one of his lots.”6
Within a few weeks, construction of “a new and modern residence” began:
The building will be a bungalow, 23 x 46, built of cement blocks and brick. It will face
on H street and, according to the blue print plans and specifications, will be a home
worth having. The cement blocks will be furnished by F. A. Schroeder of Danube.7

Ferdinand Schroeder, whose firm supplied the cement blocks, was a prominent businessman in
Danube — a banker and a farmer, he owned a plant that manufactured cement blocks and tile. He
also owned the Schroeder Garage, housed in a two-story cement block building. It seems likely that
Tinnes knew him through this connections. We do not, however, know who supplied the plans and
specifications.8
Soon after, the Union reported that Tinnes was “very busy with automobile repairing” and “is
contemplating the erection of a new fireproof shop and garage in the near future.” A trade journal,
Motor World Wholesale, reported that Tinnes had “opened salesrooms at Bird Island, where he will
display the Overland line.” At the same time, he received a major contract to lay the city’s water
mains.9
As house construction continued, the Union stated:
Emil Oesterreich and crew of four bricklayers from Chaska arrived this week to do the
brick work on L. A. Tinnes’ residence. Mr. Oesterreich has done considerable brick work
in Bird Island and his work can at most times be highly recommended.10
The contractor, Emil Oesterreich, came from a prominent Chaska family of bricklayers and
contractors.
Construction was delayed that summer after Tinnes came down with typhoid fever, but work
was apparently completed by late September. A news story and photograph of the house appeared in
Domestic Engineering, a trade journal, in 1912, heralding Tinnes’s “nice profitable plumbing, heating,
and ventilating business . . . based on up-to-date methods and principles of square dealing.”11
The Bird Island garage was apparently a failed venture by April 1914, when Tinnes moved his
family to Hector, where he opened a machine shop in the E. O. Olson garage. The Hector Mirror
announced, “He will bring with him over $2,500 worth of tools and will be in a position to make

6. 	Hector Mirror, October 22, 1909; Bird Island Union, March 24, 1910. Also see The Improvement
Bulletin, August 21, 1909.
7. 	Bird Island Union, April 7, 1910. Also see The Improvement Bulletin, April 16, 1910.
8. 	 Franklyn Curtis-Wedge, compiler, The History of Renville County (Chicago, Ill.: H. C. Cooper Jr. &
Company, 1916), Vol. II, 706. Tinnes later had a heating and plumbing contract with Schroeder.
9. 	Bird Island Union, April 21, 1910; Motor World Wholesale, December 28, 1911: 31; Engineering
News, July 1911: 18.
10. Bird Island Union, May 19, 1910. See The Improvement Bulletin, February 8, 1908: 22.
11. Domestic Engineering, August 31, 1912, 241.
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anything from a key to a crank shaft. Mr. Olson is to be congratulated on securing the services of Mr.
Tinnes and we welcome the Tinnes family to Hector.”12
By that summer, he traded his Bird Island home to the Frank Murray Land Company in return
for a farm outside of town. One of that firm’s partners, James Baker, ended up purchasing the house.13
Tinnes, still restless, gave up the machine shop and attempted ranching in Montana in the fall of
1914, only to return to Hector to work in a garage. In little more than a year, Tinnes moved again, this
time taking a position as foreman at a garage in New Richmond, Wisconsin. He continued to move
throughout his life, dying in 1957 in St. Joseph, Michigan.14

The Baker Family

In 1914, when the Bakers acquired the house, James B. Baker was village attorney. Born in
Brownton, Minnesota, in 1880, James graduated from the University of Minnesota law school in 1908.
The following year, he formed a partnership with attorney Frank Murray and moved to Bird Island. It
became one of the prominent law firms in the county, as the local newspaper noted, “At every session
of the district court the law firm of Murray and Baker has as many and nearly always more cases on
the calendar than has any law firm in the county.”15
In addition to legal work, Murray and Baker also organized the Murray Land Company, selling
real estate throughout west-central Minnesota. Within a year of his arrival in town, Baker married
a local woman, Mathilda Putzier, who managed the local telephone exchange. Together, they would
have four children.16
Baker quickly gained the respect of the community and was chosen as village attorney in 1912.
Unlike his law partner, Frank Murray, he never sought a seat in the state legislature. He did, however,
serve on the local board of education, and beginning in 1923, as county attorney. He held that post
until his death in 1930.17
Following his death, his wife remained in the home for forty-eight more years, renting out rooms
to teachers after her children left. She passed away in 1978. The house was purchased by Pat Saunders
in 1979. In 2016 the house was acquired by the Bird Island Cultural Centre, a nonprofit organization.

Craftsman Architecture

Its design of the Tinnes-Baker home is a representative example of a side-gabled Craftsman
bungalow— a term with roots in the Indian province of Bengal. That region’s common dwellings,
one-story with thatched roofs, were adapted by the British, who used them as houses for colonial
administrators.The Craftsman style became a popular architectural form throughout the United
States in the first decades of the twentieth century. Partially a reaction to late Victorian styles such as
Queen Anne, which emphasized applied ornamentation, the form was simple, focusing on a sloping
front roof, a wide porch, and an open floor plan. Interiors might feature built-in cabinetry, wood trim,
12. Hector Mirror, April 3, 1914
13. Hector Mirror, July 24, 1914.
14. Hector Mirror, November 6, 1914, April 21, 1916
15. Bird Island Union, June 4, 1914.
16. Hector Mirror, January 10, 1908; Bird Island Union, July 11, 1912.
17. Bird Island Union, September 18, 15, 1930. Baker sought the position of county attorney in 1914
and 1918, but lost both races. Hector Mirror, June 27, 1918.
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and simple wainscot or rails in the dining and living room. It was also relatively less expensive than
designed homes from earlier eras.18
The style has its origins in the English Arts and Crafts movement, and was made popular in
America, in part, by the designs of brothers Charles Sumner Greene and Henry Mather Greene in
southern California. During the first decade of the twentieth century they began to design simple
Craftsman-style bungalows. These designs, among many others, quickly spread throughout the
country through the publication of plans in architectural journals, popular magazines, and plan books
making the Craftsman style the dominant style in America until the 1930s.19
The style became popular in Minnesota through the dissemination of plan books and other
publications, of which there were hundreds in circulation. Many originated from Minnesota, such
as J. W. Lindstrom’s Bungalows, Glenn Saxton’s American Dwellings, and Keith’s Bungalows and
Cottages.20 Indeed, one of the most influential proseltytizers for the Arts and Crafts movement, Gustav
Stickley, spent his formative years in Osceola, Wisconsin, and Stillwater, Minnesota.
Minneapolis architect Arthur C. Clausen wrote a regular newspaper article for the Minneapolis
Tribune, beginning in 1908, and promoted the benefits of the Craftsman style. The Tribune offered
Clausen’s complete plans and specifications for $10. The architect described its appeal:
The building of a home is indeed a business proposition. It is somewhat cheaper to
own a home than to rent, provided that the home is built properly and does not require
continual repairing. The building of a home, however, is far more than a mere business
proposition. There is too much sentiment connected with the building of a home to
count its worth in mere dollars and cents. A bungalow appeals strongly to home loving
American people nowadays for the two important factors already mentioned the
economy of its cost and its homelike possibilities.21

Its essential exterior elements, as described by Clausen, are all found in Lewie Tinnes’s home.
• “John Ruskin used to lay considerable emphasis on the ‘poetry of roofs,’ and the
importance of their style and shape. The favorite seems to be the low hip roof. Next best
is the low sweeping gable, and third best seems to be various combinations of these two.
The roofs are invariably shingled.” [The Tinnes’ house uses the ‘low sweeping gable.’ ]
• “The roof of a bungalow should always have a considerable projection at the eaves. The
plan of giving three to five feet projection to the cornice of eaves had its origin in the idea
that in so doing it would protect the sides of the house from the direct rays of the sun.”
18. McAlester and McAlester, 454; Clay Lancaster, The American Bungalow: 1880-1930 (New York :
Abbeville Press, 1985); Robert Winter, American Bungalow Style (New York: Simon and Schuster, 1996);
Anthony D. King, The Bungalow (London: Routledge & Kegan, 1984).
19. Virginia McAlester and Lee McAlester, A Field Guide to American Houses (New York: Alfred
Knopf, 1984), 454.
20. John W. Lindstrom, Bungalows (Minneapolis: J. W. Lindstrom, 1922); Keith Corporation, Keith’s
Bungalows and Cottages: 215 Designs Costing to Build from $400 to $4000 (Minneapolis: N.p., 1912); and
Glenn L. Saxton, American Dwellings (Minneapolis: Saxton, 1910). See Jane Powell and Linda Svendsen,
Bungalow Details: Exterior (Salt Lake City, Utah: Gibbs Smith, 2004), 16-17.
21. Minneapolis Tribune, August 2, 1908.
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•

“The rafters are invariably given prominence. They are sometimes carved into various
fantastic shapes at the ends and here is where another good point in the designing of
a bungalow is carried to the extreme — originality, yes, but it should also be simple
originality.”22

The home’s interior design also followed distinctive characteristics of the style, as outlined by
Clausen.
• “The bungalow should always include at least three things: a large porch, a large living
room, and a large fireplace.”23
• “[The] living room is a place where we all love to gather. How homelike it can be made.
It should, of course, be either on the south or east side of the house, as the location of the
lot may require.” [The Tinnes’ living room is on the east side.]24
• “Arranging the stairway to ascend from the living room is always permissible [but] in a
two-story bungalow, it can be separated from the living room and placed in a hall by itself
if desired.”25
• “The report has come to me that that kitchen is the first place of interest to which a guest
is taken in that house. . . . One important thing should be constantly kept in mind —
there should be an absolute economy of space. Well-arranged cupboards in the kitchen
must take the place of the pantry. In fact many housewives prefer this arrangement on
account of its convenience.”26
The style was popular in Minnesota from about 1905 until the 1930s, when the economic collapse
of the Great Depression led to the simplification of design, especially in residential architecture.

22 Ibid.
23. Minneapolis Tribune, September 6, 1908.
24. Minneapolis Tribune, August 30, 1908.
25. Minneapolis Tribune, September 6, 1908.
26. Minneapolis Tribune, August 30, 1908. Clausen’s Craftsman home designs can be found in the
Pantown Residential National Register of Historic Places District in St. Cloud, Minnesota.
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VII. Criteria of Evaluation

The National Register of Historic Places is the official list of the nation’s historic places worthy
of preservation. Authorized by the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, the National Park
Service’s National Register of Historic Places is part of a national program to coordinate and support
public and private efforts to identify, evaluate, and protect America’s historic and archeological
resources.
To be considered eligible, a property must meet the National Register Criteria for Evaluation. This
involves examining the property’s age, integrity, and significance.
•
•

Age and Integrity. Is the property old enough to be considered historic (generally at least fifty
years old) and does it still look much the way it did in the past?
Significance. Is the property associated with events, activities, or developments that were
important in the past? With the lives of people who were important in the past? With
significant architectural history, landscape history, or engineering achievements? Does it have
the potential to yield information through archeological investigation about our past?

Tinnes-Baker House, Bird Island, Renville County, Minnesota
There are four criteria used to determine whether a property is significant.
Criterion A: are associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad
patterns of history;
Evaluation: The Tinnes-Baker house might be evaluated under a local historic context for
community development. The period between 1910 and 1915 saw significant growth in the
city with numerous civic improvements. National Register guidelines state: “Mere association
with historic events or trends is not enough, in and of itself, to qualify under Criterion A:
the property’s specific association must be considered important as well.” This property does
not stand out from other Bird Island properties within that context, and so, is considered not
eligible for the National Register of Historic Places.
Criterion B: are associated with the lives of persons significant in our past (such as Thomas Jefferson’s
Monticello or the Susan B. Anthony birthplace);
Evaluation: Lewie A. Tinnes, who built the house, sold the property within four years.
During that time, he was not a prominent businessperson or civic leader. The next owner,
James Baker, served in several governmental offices, including city attorney and county
attorney. However, it would difficult to make a case for significance for his career when
weighed against other city and county officers in Bird Island’s history. There were no
distinguishing legal decisions or court cases associated with his time as an attorney.
Criterion C: embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or
that represent the work of a master, or that possess high artistic values, or that represent a significant
and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction.
Evaluation: The Tinnes-Baker House is the best example of the Craftsman bungalow style
in Bird Island, Minnesota, with a high degree of integrity. National Register guidelines
state: “ ‘Distinctive characteristics’ are the physical features or traits that commonly recur in
individual types, periods, or methods of construction. To be eligible, a property must clearly
contain enough of those characteristics to be considered a true representative of a particular
type, period, or method of construction.”
There are no records regarding the construction of the house, although a brief newspaper
story referred to “blue print plans and specifications.” The plans for the building were likely
adapted from one of the many commercial plan books available in 1910. No corresponding
plans have been found to date. There is no mention of an architect on site or in references in
trade journals such as The Improvement Bulletin.
Registration Requirements
Tinnes-Baker House is a middle-class expression of the Craftsman style. The house remains
in its original location at 801 Highway Avenue, Bird Island, Minnesota, and retains a high
level of integrity with its original windows, siding, roof form, door trim, full-width front
porch, and cantilevered bay (north elevation). The house has molded trim around doors,
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windows, and exterior architectural elements, all of which are historic originals. The interior
has historic wall trim, window trim, moldings, and built-in cabinetry.
Comparative Analysis
The Tinnes-Baker House is an excellent example of a Craftsman-style house built in
Bird Island, Minnesota. What makes it remarkable is that it is found in a relatively small
Minnesota town — some 1,000 residents, give-or-take, over the last century — and it is of
brick construction. It certainly incorporates some elements from the Prairie-style, but the
house is best defined by its Craftsman elements such as the wide, open eaves and rafter ends.
The only contemporary reference called it a bungalow.
Based on a windshield survey of residential streets in Bird Island, it is the best local
example of the early twentieth century, side-gabled bungalow style and the only one
constructed of brick. Its interior also retains a high degree of integrity. In Bird Island, there
are other single-dwelling homes in the Craftsman style, all of wood-frame construction and
most often with low integrity due to additions or, more commonly, enclosure of the front
porch. The only other side-gabled Craftsman home with sufficent integrity under NRHP
standards is that of James Baker’s partner, Frank Murray, located at 350 S. 5th Street, Bird
Island. That house, with a stucco exterior, appears to have replacement windows. (See Photos
#17 and #18)
No single family residences in Renville County are currently listed in the National Register
of Historic Places.
Criterion D: have yielded or may likely yield information important in prehistory or history (such
as prehistoric ruins in Arizona or the archaeological sites of the first European settlements in St.
Augustine, Florida).
Evaluation: Criterion D most commonly applies to properties that contain or are likely
to contain information bearing on an important archeological research question. It is not
applicable to this property.
Recommendation: We recommend the house as eligible for the National Register of Historic Places
with local significance under Criterion C as an example of Craftsman residential architecture.

Tinnes-Baker House, Bird Island, Renville County, Minnesota
Figure 1: Tinnes-Baker House, 801 Highway Avenue, Bird Island, Minnesota

UTM: 15 349899 4958850
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Figure 2: Tinnes-Baker House, 801 Highway Avenue, Bird Island, Minnesota

Tinnes-Baker House, Bird Island, Renville County, Minnesota
Figure 3: Floor plan and photograph key
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Figure 4: Photograph from Domestic Engineering, September 1912.

Tinnes-Baker House, Bird Island, Renville County, Minnesota
Figure 5: Lewie A. Tinnes

19

20

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
Photo 001: View to SW. North elevation
Photograph by Daniel J. Hoisington, March 2018

Tinnes-Baker House, Bird Island, Renville County, Minnesota
Photograph 002: View to NW. East elevation on right.
Photograph by Daniel J. Hoisington, March 2018
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Figure 003: View to NNE. South elevation.
Photograph by Daniel J. Hoisington, March 2018

Tinnes-Baker House, Bird Island, Renville County, Minnesota
Photograph 004: View to E. West elevation.
Photograph by Daniel J. Hoisington, March 2018
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Photograph 005: View to S. Hall.
Photograph by Daniel J. Hoisington, March 2018

Tinnes-Baker House, Bird Island, Renville County, Minnesota
Photograph 006: View to E. Living Room
Photograph by Daniel J. Hoisington, March 2018
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Photograph 007: View to NW. Front door.
Photograph by Daniel J. Hoisington, March 2018

Tinnes-Baker House, Bird Island, Renville County, Minnesota
Photograph 008: View to W. Dining Room.
Photograph by Daniel J. Hoisington, March 2018
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Photograph 009: View to W. Kitchen.
Photograph by Daniel J. Hoisington, March 2018

Tinnes-Baker House, Bird Island, Renville County, Minnesota
Photograph 010: View to E. Kitchen.
Photograph by Daniel J. Hoisington, March 2018
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Photograph 011: View to SSE. Upper hall.
Photograph by Daniel J. Hoisington, March 2018

Tinnes-Baker House, Bird Island, Renville County, Minnesota
Photograph 012: View to SW
Photograph by Daniel J. Hoisington, March 2018
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Photograph 013: View to W.
Photograph by Daniel J. Hoisington, March 2018

Tinnes-Baker House, Bird Island, Renville County, Minnesota
Photograph 014: View to NE.
Photograph by Daniel J. Hoisington, March 2018
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Photograph 015: View to W. Cistern.
Photograph by Daniel J. Hoisington, March 2018

Tinnes-Baker House, Bird Island, Renville County, Minnesota
Photograph 016: View to E.
Photograph by Daniel J. Hoisington, March 2018
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Photograph 017: 350 S. 5th Street, Bird Island, Minnesota, view to northwest
Photograph by Mark Glesener, January 2019

Tinnes-Baker House, Bird Island, Renville County, Minnesota
Photograph 018: 350 S. 5th Street, Bird Island, Minnesota, view to southwest
Photograph by Mark Glesener, January 2019
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